Multiple boluses of alteplase followed by extracorporeal membrane oxygenation for massive pulmonary embolism.
Thrombolytics and extracorporeal membrane oxygenation (ECMO) are potential management options for massive pulmonary embolism (PE). There are early data supporting the use of repeated alteplase 50 mg bolus for massive PE. However, there is sparse literature addressing placement of ECMO catheters after systemic thrombolysis, and there are no reports of initiating ECMO after repeated bolus of alteplase. We present the case of a patient with massive PE who received two boluses of alteplase for recurrent cardiac arrest, followed by initiation of ECMO. The patient stabilized with these interventions, and ultimately had a good outcome with normal neurologic and functional status.